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tributes to his on-going activity and is so well suited to his
capacity that he can succeed in it.
THE   DESIRE   TO   I, EARN
Running through the learning process like the warp
threads of a fabric is desire or motive. This crucial factor
in learning is emphasized by all schools of psychology.
Woodworth defines motive as ' 'activities that have got started
but are not yet finished." 14 According to this definition,
motive resides in the activity. According to the Gestalt point
of view, motive arises from a sense of incompleteness in the
organic system as a whole. According to Thorndike, mo-
tive is closely tied up with the readiness of the individual
to act in a certain way and with the effect of his act.
Several experiments with young children on motivation,15
in which the children's responses as well as the motivating
stimuli were carefully controlled, suggest several important
hypotheses for the education of nursery school children:
Irrespective of success or failure, a definite goal with the possi-
bility of knowing the results of one's efforts evoked more effort
than an indefinite goal which did not offer knowledge of results.16
"Nothing succeeds like success." Success is an important
factor in the performance of young children. It maintains
initial efficiency whereas failure results in a decrease of
efficiency
such as would be expected under either a swift onset of fatigue or
a quickly waning interest.17
Success followed by praise is a significantly greater motiva-
tion than failure followed by reproof.    Either success or
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